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DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN
SPRING 2018

GERMAN LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

GERM 101 - Elementary German I M W F 11:00

Our multimedia course acquaints students with present day life and culture in Germany, Austria and
Switzerland. Authentic documents and interviews with native speakers from all walks of life serve as a
first-hand introduction to the German-speaking countries. An interactive learning software, as well as
related Internet audio-visual materials emphasize the mastery of speaking, writing, and reading skills
that are the foundation for further study. Three hours a week for explanation and demonstration, one
hour a week in a small TA-sections.

Lecturer Schrade

GERM 102 - Elementary German II M W F 1:00
A continuation of German 101, with increased emphasis on reading and writing skills. Three class
meetings per week plus one additional conversation hour in small TA- sections.

Requisite: GERM 101 or equivalent.

Lecturer Schrade

GERM 205 - Intermediate German M W F 10:00

Systematic review of grammar, aural and speaking practice, discussion of video and television
programs, and reading of selected texts in contemporary German. Stress will be on the acquisition and
polishing of verbal, reading, writing, and comprehension skills in German. Three hours per week for
explanation and structured discussion, plus one hour per week in small sections for additional practice
with German language assistants.

Requisite: GERM 102 or two years of secondary-school German or equivalent.

Lecturer Schrade

GERM 210 - Advanced Composition and Conversation M W F 10:00
Practice in free composition and analytical writing in German. Exercises in pronunciation and
idiomatic conversation. Supplementary work with audio and video materials. Oral reports on selected
topics and reading of literary and topical texts. Conducted in German. Three hours per week, plus one
hour per week in small sections for additional practice with German language assistants.

Requisite: GERM 205 or equivalent, based on departmental placement decision.

Professor Gilpin
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GERMAN CULTURE AND LITERATURE

GERM 316 - German Cultural History from 1800 to the Present T, TH 10:00+

A survey of literary and cultural developments in the German tradition from the Romantic Period to
contemporary trends. Major themes will include the Romantic imagination and the rise of nationalism
in the nineteenth century, the literary rebellion of the period prior to 1848, Poetic Realism and the
Industrial Revolution, and various forms of aestheticism, activism, and myth. In the twentieth century
we shall consider the culture of Vienna, the “Golden Twenties,” the suppression of freedom in the Nazi
state, issues of exile and inner emigration, and the diverse models of cultural reconstruction after 1945.
Authors represented will include Friedrich Schlegel, Brentano, Heine, Biichner, Hegel, Marx,
Nietzsche, Heinrich and Thomas Mann, Kafka, Brecht, Grass, Wolf, and Handke. Music by Schubert,
Wagner, Mahler, and Henze; samples of art and architecture. Conducted in German.

Requisite: GERM 210 or equivalent
Professor Brandes

GERM 335 - Modernism and Its Discontents M W 2:00+

This course will trace the impact of early twentieth-century modernization on the cultural
consciousness of artists and politicians. We will first study classical modernism in the context of
European and Western avant-garde movements, with emphasis on art and society in Germany. Topics
include the effect of rapid urbanization and the rise of modern mass culture; modern constructions of
gender and nature; the emergence of visual culture and mass media; the aesthetic revolt and literary
visions of Futurism, Dada, and Expressionism; and the radical activism of proletarian didactic art. We
will then trace the anti-modernist responses, such as Kaiser Wilhelm’s retrogressive push for national
art; the socialist realist doctrine of Stalin’s cultural policies; Hitler's prohibition of modernist art as
“degenerate”; and finally the censorship and self-censorship of certain modernist artists, in the name of
political progress. Texts by Hofmannsthal, Hauptmann, Schnitzler, Wedekind, Heinrich Mann, Kafka,
Hesse, Rilke, Benjamin, Brecht, and Anna Seghers; selected art by Modersohn-Becker, Kirchner, and
Kollwitz; samples of architecture, early radio, films, and music. Conducted in German.

Requisite: GERM 210 or equivalent

Professor Brandes
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COURSES OFFERED IN ENGLISH

GERM 368 - SPACE W 2-5

(Offered as GERM 368, ARCH 368, EUST 368, and FAMS 368) This research seminar will explore
conceptions of space as they have informed and influenced thought and creativity in the fields of
cultural studies, literature, architecture, urban studies, performance, and the visual, electronic, and
time-based arts. Students will select and pursue a major semester-long research project early in the
semester in consultation with the professor, and present their research in its various stages of
development throughout the semester, in a variety of media formats (writing, performance, video,
electronic art/interactive media, installation, online and networked events, architectural/design
drawings/renderings), along with oral presentations of readings and other materials. Readings and
visual materials will be drawn from the fields of literature and philosophy; from architectural, art, and
film theory and history; from performance studies and performance theory; and from theories of
technology and the natural and built environment. Emphasis on developing research, writing, and
presentation skills is a core of this seminar.

Preference given to German majors and European Studies majors, as well as to students interested in
architecture/design, performance, film/video, interactive installation, and/or the environment.
Conducted in English. German majors will select a research project focused on a German Studies
context, and will do a substantial portion of the readings in German. Part of the Global Classroom Project.
The Global Classroom Project uses videoconferencing technology to connect Amherst classes with
courses/students outside the United States.

Enrollment requires attendance at the first class meeting.

Professor Gilpin
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