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Daniel Shays and Job Shattuck, leaders of the Massachusetts “Regulators” during *Shays's
Rebellion.” Reproduced in Bickerstaff’s Genuine Bostor Almanack, 1787.

Rev. Lemuel Haynes of Granville was the first
African American minister of the Congre-

gational Church. He was also 3 “minuteman”
Moses Sash, one of Daniel Shays’s captans who responded to the Lexington Alarm.

during “Shays’s Rebellion. Painting by Reproduced in Sketches of the Life and
Bryant White. Courtesy of Bryant White, Character of the Rev. Lemuel Haynes, A. M.
www.whitehistoricart.com. by Timothy Mather Cooley (New York:

Harper & Brothers, 1837).
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john Brown, Lhc famcd abolitionist. The
Sanford Church in Springfield was later
renamed St. John's Congregational Church
in his honor. Library of Congress.

John Brown, Thomas Thomas,
and the earliest members

of the League of Gileadites.
Courtesy of the Wood
Museum of Springfield
History, Springfield, Mass.
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Thomas Thomas, confidant, employee, and
“lieutenant” of John Brown. and an imporzant
leader of the League of Gileadites in Spring-
field. Courtesy of the Wood Museum of
Springfield History, Springfield. Mass.

Xix

CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, ONE & ALL,
You are hereby respectfally CAUTTONED and
adrised, (o avold conversing with the

Watchmen fm[fl Police Officers
of Boston,

For llmu. llu recent OHDER OF THE MAYOR &
RILEN, they are empowered to act a8

KIDN APPERS
Slave Catchers,

And they have already Becn nlu-ny cm
KIDNAPPING, CATCHING &B
LAVES. Therclore, u‘},‘:. inM :m
nnd the FWelfare of the gilfces amoag yeu, .!m-u
them [n every possible mannes, us 30 many HOL YOS
%u the track of (he mesl unforiemite of your race.

Keep a Shar? Look Out for
KIDNAPPERS, and have
TOP EYE open.

AP RIL 24, 185L

Broadside warning against
slave catchers. Posted in
Boston by abolitionist
Theodore Parker in 1851.
Courtesy of the Museum of
African American History,
Boston and Nantucket, Mass,

Frederick Douglass (ahove) around the
time he visited abolitionist John Brown in
Springfield. Reproduced in Antographs for
Freedom edited by Julia Griffiths (Auburn:
Alden, Beardsley & Co., 1854). Sojourner |1
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BOUNTY $100!

AT THE EXFIRATION OF THE TERX OF Sllﬂcl. i

-~ Pay, $13 a Month!
: Good I‘ d & Clothing! '
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Recruitment poster for the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Courtesy of
the Massachusetts Historical Society,
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The gallant charge of the 54th Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry Regiment (above), at Fort
Wagner, July 18, 1863. Currier & [ves, ca. 1863
(New York). Library of Congress.

Private Charles H. Arnum (lefi) of the 54th
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment,

Sociery.
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Assault on Fort Wagner. Reproduced in History of the Fifty-Fourth Regiment of Massachu-
setts Volunteer Infantry, 1863-1865 by Luis Fenollosa Emilio (Boston, Mass.: Boston Book
Company, 1894),

Co. E. Courtesy of the Massachusetts Historical
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Celestine James, daughter of Henry and
Eliza James. Original in possession of
Wesley James, Springfield, Mass.

Lena James, daughter of Henry and Sarah
James. Original in possession of Wesley
James, Springfield, Mass.

Prirmus Parsons Mason, philanthropist.
Courtesy of the Wood Museum of Spring-
field History, Springfield, Mass.
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Alexander Dubois, grandfather of W. E. B.
Du Bois, W, E. B. Du Bois Collection,
Special Collections & University Archaves,
W E. B. Du Bois Library, University of
Massachusetts, Amberst, Mass.

INTRODUCTION

In 1636, William Pynchon and several other English colonists arrived
at an area along the Connecticut River. Now known as Springfield,
Massachusetts, the settlement began as a fur trading post; it had the
distinct advantage of being the most northern European-controlled
trading station on the Connecticut River. Under the leadership of
William Pynchon and his son John, European settlement engulfed
the surrounding Indian lands. Throughout the 1650s and 1660s, the
economic success of the township and the possibility of land ownership
attracted additional settlers, one of whom was Peter Swinck.

Swinck first appears in local documents through an entry in William
Pynchon’s account book dated 1650." As an indentured servant to
William and later John Pynchon, Swinck was the first African American
to live in what is now western Massachusetts. He was assigned a seat next
to his white neighbors in Springfield’s First Church, where his social
status is perhaps revealed by the location of his seat among those at the
rear of the meetinghouse. Peter was also granted land in what would
become West Springfield and Agawam. Springfield town records reveal
that “there is granted to Peter Swinck the vacant land that lies between
the general fence that runs from the Great River to Agawam River and
Goodman Mun’s lot southward. This lot is granted on condition that
he live til his [indenture] time be expired and that he settle his abode
there.”

Sometime in 1660, Peter Swinck took a wife, although they did not
have a formal church ceremony. They survived the Indian attack and
burning of Springfield during King Philip’s War in 1675. The Swincks
joined in the common effort to rebuild the settlement and, by 1685,
they owned a two-acre home lot and fifty-three additional acres divided
into three separate plots within the town of Springfield.?

| “William Pynchon Account Book," 1650 (archives of Wood Museum of Springfield
History, Springfield Museums, Springfield),

* “An Estmate of the Plantation ... in Springfield, 1685” (typescript, archives of Wood
Museum of Springfield History).




































