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Getting a head in language processing

« The 2019 Freeman Lecture in Linguistics -
General audience talk

Planning and Deciding during
Language Production

Professor Ferreira’s area of research is psycholinguistics. She uses basic insights from formal linguis-
tics, especially theories in sentence phonology and syntax, to develop models of processing. Her em-
pirical work relies both on behavioral and neural measures, including eyetracking (for measurement
of fixations, saccades and pupil diameter) and the recording of event-related potentials (ERPs). The
fundamental aim of her research is to uncover the mechanisms that enable humans to understand and
generate language in real time and in cooperation with other cognitive systems.
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